Are “You” On Welfare?
Welfare: subsidies provided by the government to particular groups, industries, individuals, etc.

Corporate welfare: “just good business”; Welfare for the poor: “well, just plain ‘welfare’”

Scope of subsidies:

1. Grants to business firms and corporations to carry out specific objectives:

Shipbuilding

Land grants and cash contributions for railroad construction

Mail carriers (civil)

2. Farm subsidy programs

Commodity price support program

Surplus disposal programs, domestic and export

Conservation and soil bank payments

Agriculture extension services

3. Tax benefits to specific economic groups

Depletion allowances to oil and minerals producers

Investment tax credits to modernize plants and machinery

Tax deductions (i.e., mortgage interest and property taxes)

4. Indirect assistance to specific economic groups

Financing highway construction (trucking industry)

Financing of airport construction

Protective tariffs

5. Government economic programs with incidental economic effects similar to those of subsidies

Letting of government contracts for supplies, research and development, etc.

Disposal of surplus property at less than market value

Stockpiling of minerals and other strategic minerals

6. Free or below cost services offered by the federal government

Statistical information of many kinds of importance to business, industry, and labor

Scientific and industrial research

Certain postal services provided below cost

7. Lending and loan guarantee programs

Farmers Home Administration

Commodity credit loans

Small business loans

Federal Housing Administration loans

Student loans and grants

8. Federal aid payments to states and local units

Accelerated public works program

Disaster relief

Urban renewal

Assistance for school construction

9. Federal aid payments to individuals within the states

Rural housing grants

Civil defense

National Guard

Public health research

Hospital construction

Manpower training

10. Payments to certain poor people

Medicaid

TANF

Section 8 housing

