RANK ORDERING ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

Ethical Principle 1. The protection of human life applies to all persons, that is, both to the life of a client and to the lives of others. This principle takes precedence over every other obligation. 
Ethical Principle 2. The Principle of Equality and Inequality suggests that equal persons have the right to be treated equally and non-equal persons have the right to be treated differently if the inequality is relevant to the issued in question. Child abuse is one area where this principle applies: children are not equal to adults.
 Ethical Principle 3. A social worker should make practice decisions that foster a person's autonomy, independence, and freedom. A person does not have the right to decide to harm himself or herself or anyone else on the grounds that the right to make such a decision is her or his autonomous right. 

Ethical Principle 4. A social worker should always choose the option that will cause the least harm, the least permanent harm, and/or the most easily reversible harm.

Ethical Principle 5. A social worker should choose the option that promotes a better quality of life for all people, for the individual as well as for the community.

Ethical Principle 6. A social worker should make practice decisions that strengthen every person's right to privacy. Keeping confidential information inviolate is a direct derivative of this obligation.

Ethical Principle 7. A social worker should make practice decisions that permit her to speak the truth and to fully disclose all relevant information to the client and to others.

Ethical Rules Screen

1. Examine the Code of Ethics to determine if any of the Code rules are applicable. These rules take precedence over the worker’s personal value system.

2. If one or more Code rules apply, follow these.

3. If the Code does not address itself to the specific problem, or if several Code rules provide conflicting guidance, use the Ethical Principles Screen.

Ethical Principles Screen (EPS)

1. Principle of the protection of life

2. Principle of equality and inequality

3. Principle of autonomy and freedom

4. Principle of least harm

5. Principle of quality of life

6. Principle of privacy and confidentiality

7. Principle of truthfulness and full disclosure

Taken from: Frank M. Loewenberg and Ralph Dolgoff, Ethical Decisions for Social Work Practice, 4th ed., Itasca: Peacock Publishers, Inc., 1992.

PAGE  
1

