Sociology 101

Summer 2014
Questions in John J. Macionis, Sociology (12th -14th Editions)

Chapter #

1. Apply sociology’s three major theoretical approaches (Structural Functional, Conflict, and Symbolic Interaction) to understand the game of baseball.

2. Compare and contract scientific, interpretative sociology, and critical sociology.

3. From reading chapter 3, do you believe that a global culture is emerging? Explain.

4. Link Marx, Weber, and Durkheim to one of sociology’s theoretical approaches. Explain.
5. Explain the “nature-nurture” debate. How are nature and nurture not opposed to each other?

6. Explain Goffman’s idea that we engage in a “presentation of self.” Apply this concept to a minister preaching to his/her congregation.
7. How do primary groups differ from secondary groups? Give examples of each in your own life.

8. Of the issues discussed in this chapter (prostitution, teen pregnancy, pornography, sexual violence, and abortion), which do you think is most important for U.S. society today? Why?

9. Research (Mauer, 1999) shows that one in three black men between the ages of twenty and twenty-nine is in jail, on probation, or on parole. What factors, noted in chapter 9, help explain this pattern?
10. Explain why social stratification is a creation of society, not just a reflection of individual differences.
11. We often hear people say that the U.S. is a “middle-class society.” Based on what you have read in this chapter and elsewhere, how true do you think this claim is?

12. Why do many analysts believe that economic development in low-income countries depends on raising the social standing of women?

13. Why is gender considered a dimension of social stratification? 
14. What is a minority? Support the claim that African Americans and Arab Americans are both minorities in the U.S. using information from chapter 14.

15. How is ageism like sexism and racism? How is it different? If older people are disadvantaged, should they be considered a minority? Explain.

16. In what specific ways did the Industrial Revolution change the U.S. economy? How is the Information Revolution changing the economy once again?

17. Compare and contrast the pluralist, power-elite, and Marxist political-economy models of political power. Which of these models do you think makes the most sense? Explain.
18. Overall, do you think families in the U.S. are becoming weaker or simply more diverse? Explain.

19. Differentiate between churches, sects, and cults.

20. From a structural-functional perspective, why is schooling important to the operation of society? In what ways has schooling in the U.S. been shaped by our economic, political, and cultural systems?

21. Why is health as much a social as a biological issue? How does a social-conflict analysis of health and medicine point to the need to define health as a social issue?

22. According to demographic transition theory, how does economic development affect population patterns?

23. The concept of collective behavior encompasses a broad range of social patterns. List some of these patterns.

24. Discuss how Tonnies, Durkheim, Weber, and Marx described modern society.
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