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County A is located in a midwest state. Its populatiom is 65,000. The major cities are:
City B (35,000), City C (10,000), and City D (5,500).

City B is the location of the county seat and most other government and related services for
the county. This is also the location of the county mental health program.

Agriculture is a major business in County A along with several key industries: Du Pont
plastics, Quaker Oats, Purina feeds, Swinson Frozen Foods, Brown shoe factory, Swifts meats,

and several others.

The county is Republican in political affiliation and predominately protestant in religious
practice. The majority of its citizens are white and middle class. 23% of the county is
black with 6% Indian. Most of these are lower class and reside in City B.

The county has one TV station located in City B and 4 radio stations (one located in City C
and 3 in City B). One daily newspaper (Republican) is circulated in the county plus one
newspaper of a2 major metropolitan area some 110 miles away.

There are 4 high schools in the county (2 located in City B). One community junior college
is located in City B.

City B is the location of several social and health services: HDC, welfare, mental health,
county hospital, Red Cross, family services, probation and parole, cerebral palsy center, a
.state school for retarded children, RSVP, OATS, etc.

Some of the county civic and social organizations are Kiwanis, Lions, Masons, Eastern Star,
Daughters of American Revolution, American Legion, Ministerial Alliance, NAACP, Jaycees,
etc.

Some community problems have been (mainly in City B but to some degree county wide): school
desegregation, periodic racial tension between youths, higher than average rate of school
dropouts, average incidence of alcoholism and drug abuse, higher than average juvenile
delinquency problem.

Summary: County A is a midwest county composed mainly of middle class white residents. It
is an old established community but with several newer industries and businesses. The
county is facing its normal degree of community problems: delinquency, racial tensions,
alcoholism, drug abuse, school dropouts, etc. There is some degree of involvement with
civic concerns. There are several civic organizations, an active Chamber of Commerce, and
mental health association. In addition, there are several social and health agencies
working to meet the needs of people. The county is growing, especially City B, yet still
maintains such political, religious and social conservation.
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You are a social worker with the State mental health program. You live and
work in County A. Your respomsibility is to help provide and develop mental
health services for the entire county. This includes doing counseling with in-
dividuals and families, small therapeutic groups, and performing consultative
duties with the school systems, welfare department, Red Cross, and other related
agencies.

The county has a rather active mental health association which primarily
sees itself in the role of educating the county regarding mental health
problems. There are approximately 75 active members of this association
including people from virtually all walks of 1life. Your role in this
organization has been mainly participant-observer. It appears to run by itself
rather well. |

You are immediately responsible to your county mental health board, which
is made up of (9) nine county residents. The members include: the wives of
three influential businessmen in the county, an attorney, school principal,
director of the welfare office, public health nurse, a city councilman from City
B (largest city in the county), a teenager from a school in the county, and the

director of the local HDC office.




