DRAFT – 5/5/11
Concept Paper
“Proposed Governor’s Task Force on Veteran Services in Oklahoma”

 Assumption for Establishing the Task Force: Working collaboratively to officially register all Oklahoma veterans and providing professional training to those serving this population will establish a baseline of cooperation and new partnerships that will have the long term benefit of increasing resources and improving services for Oklahoma’s veterans. 
Two Purposes:  1) To recognize the significant military veteran population living in Oklahoma in order to increase federal, state and private support. 2) To enhance the availability and quality of treatment services for veterans and family members by improving the knowledge and skills of health, mental health and other professionals serving this population.  
Task Force Chair: Oklahoma Secretary of Military & Veteran Affairs, Rita Aragon (Maj. General, Ret.)
Task Force Membership: U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, Oklahoma State Health Department, Oklahoma Health Care Authority, Oklahoma National Guard, Oklahoma War Commission, Mental Health Association of Oklahoma County, Mental Health Association in Tulsa, Oklahoma Veteran Courts, 
Supporting Organization: Community Service Council – Tulsa

2011 and 2012 Goals:

1. Organize and promote a statewide campaign to register every veteran living in Oklahoma by June 30, 2012 using face-to-face and/or website registration methods.  
Includes:

· Promotional Campaign - use marketing firm  

· Use of existing resource groups such as VFW, U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs,  the CSC Veterans Initiative, College Campuses, Employers and more

· Possible official registration form on Governor Fallin’s Website

· Possible work teams from WWII, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Desert Storm, the Iraq War and the Afghanistan  War 
2. Promote or develop training for health, mental health and other professionals on the following subjects:

· Traumatic Brain Injury

· PTSD

· Suicide

· Family Therapy 

· Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Trauma 

· School Age Children of Military Family Members 

· Reintegration Into Civilian Life- with a family, education, employment focus

· Substance Abuse Treatment (including prescription addiction
