Understanding Poverty

A key question: 

Does poverty result from being undereducated, unskilled, poorly motivated, and “delinquent”? Or does poverty cause the poor to be undereducated, unskilled, poorly motivated, and “delinquent”?

Some general characteristics of the poor:


Thinking:  concrete and materialistic vs. abstract


Goal Orientation:  present vs. future


Philosophy of life:  “getting by”


Discipline of children:  strict


Independence:  learn self-defense and independence earlier


Motivation to achieve:  low

Life conditions of the Poor:

· Limited opportunity to experience a variety of social and cultural settings.

· Lack of understanding and knowledge of how to better self.

· Inadequate resources to meet felt wants and needs.

· Insecurity: at the mercy of life’s unpredictability (i.e., sickness, injury, loss of work)

Low-Income View of Man and Society:

· Powerlessness:  inability to influence the workings of society.

· Meaningless:  oriented to the present by need; insensitive to sequences in time;

inability to control future events or even predict them; difficulty in grasping the structure of the world, or understanding one’s place in it, and knowing what to expect from it.

· Life view:  cynical, fatalistic, difficulties blamed on bad fortune or chance.

· Isolation: unable to comprehend one’s society; out of touch with it; reads less newspapers; doesn’t join organizations; feels alone and detached; sees the world as indifferent and distant.

Maslow’s Need Hierarchy

Self-actualization                           _____ 
                               
                                                              




                                                                                                                                             

Ego Status                                 __________     

Belongingness                      _______________    

Safety                              ____________________   

Basic


Unsatisfied needs are the prime sources of motivation.

One must experience secure footing on the first rung of the ladder in order to experience the need to move to the next level (higher rung) and so on.

One may revert to behaviors that fulfilled lower-order needs when the satisfaction of higher needs become temporarily blocked. 

